
GIANT SEQUOIA'S 
 

The following are parts of the article I chose to enlighten our understanding of how important it 

is to have a study system. (Deep roots into God’s word) 

 

In one sense, the giant sequoia is its own worst enemy. The tremendous weight of the mature 

tree makes it sensitive to any change in the stability of the ground upon which it stands.  

 

It has no tap root. Its massive but shallow roots, like its wood of trunk and limbs are brittle and 

without great strength. Balance, and weight distributed upon a broad base, rather than strong 

roots, keep the tree erect.  

 

As ground conditions and drainage conditions change, as stream erosion cuts away the soil 

from one side of a tree, as the soil is softened by changes in underground drainage perhaps even 

as outward growth of the tree expands its base over less stable soil, the balance of the tree is 

threatened. 

 

Once a giant sequoia loses its balance, rarely is that balance restored. Sometimes the lean of the 

tree may be arrested, but usually loss of balance is followed by an increasing degree of tilting 

until finally the giant, its roots unable to hold against the tremendous leverage, crashes to 

earth.  

 

This is not a sudden process, but, in scale with the long life expectancy of the tree, may require 

several score years. Toward the last, the accelerated rate of lean can be observed, and actual 

measurements of the tilting give reasonable warning of the impending fall. 

 

Here are quotes to consider from this resource. 

 

“Sequoia roots are shallow, but spread to a radius of perhaps 100 feet or more. Brittle, they 

break off near the base when the tree falls.” 

 

“At such times the ground is wet from melting snows, the crown may be heavily burdened 

with snow, and occasional winds may provide the final push that overbalances the tree.” 

 

We can see from these resources that a deep root system is essential for stability and long-lasting 

results. 


